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ABSTRACT 

An analysis was done of federal statistics to explore 
the relationship between Hispanic Americans' dropout rates and 
migration. An analysis of November 1989 data revealed that among 16- 
to 2^-year-olds Hispanic American dropout rates are 3 times higher 
than those for non-Hispanic Americans. In looking at the impact of 
immigration on Hispanic American dropout rates the analysis found 
that Hispanic American dropout rates were higher than those for 
non-Hispanic Americans even when subjects' place of birth was taken 
into account. About 72 percent of 16- to 24-year-old Hispanic 
Americans were not born in the United States or were first generation 
as compared to 9 percent of non-Hispanic Americans. The dropout rate 
for Mexican Americans is 35.8 percent, for Puerto Ricans is 32.1 
percent, and for Cubans is 9.2 percent. Mexican Americans account for 
64 percent of the Hispanic American population. Of those Hispanic 
Americans who are dropouts, 63 percent were not born in the United 
States, while 3 percent of non-Hispanic American dropouts were not 
born jn tne United States. Overall, the analysis suggests that 
immigration appears to be a contributing factor to the high dropout 
rate among Hispanic Americans. If this pattern continues with the 
children of the current generation, then high dropout rates may 
continue in the future even if immigration rates decline 
substantially. Included are two figures and one table. (JB) 
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NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS 

Issue Brief 

ARE HISPANIC DROPOUT RATES 
RELATED TO MIGRATION? 



RECENT evidence about dropout rates has 
contained both cncouraginc and discourag- 
ing siuns. While rates tor bUicks and whiles 
have been declining, Hispanic dropout raie*- 
'die high and have shown no evidence o!" 
decline, Furihermore. Hispanic dropouts on 
average complete fewer years of schooling 
than do non-Hispanic dropouts. 

Policymakers frequently ask how much im- 
migration' contributes to the high Hispanic 
dropout rate.- An analysis of November 
1989 data reveals ihe following informa- 
tion about 16- to 24-year-olds: 

♦ Hispanic dropout rates (31.0 percent) 
were three times those of non-Hispan- 
ics ( 10,3 percent ). 

♦ 43 percent of Hispanics were born oul- 
side the 50 slates and D,C. and the 
dropoul rate for this group v\as vcr\ 
high—43 perceni, 

♦ b^ percent of all Hispanic dropouts 
wore born elsewhere.' 

♦ Dropout rates for Hispamcs who were 
at least firs! peneraiion were also high, 
more than double those for non- 
Hispanics. 

♦ If current patterns continue. Hispanic 
dropout rales are likely to remain high 
in the future, even if immigration slows 
considerably. 



What is the impact of immigration on 
Hispanic dropout rates? 

The high dropoul rate for Ihe large group of 
Hispanics born elsewhere is only pari of the 
explanation for the high Hispanic dropout 
rale, Hispanic dropout rates are higher ihan 



Ihose for non-Hispanics. even when place 
of birth is taken into accouni. The differ- 
ence was mast slriking for those born else- 
where, where the dropoul rate for Hispanics 
was more than 5 times that for ihe non- 
Hispanic population born elsewhere. How - 
ever, dropout rates were also substantial for 
first and at least second generation Hispan- 
ics: their dropoul raics were more than 
double those of comparable non-Hispanics, 

One way of estimating the impact of move- 
ment to the stales on the Hispanic dropout 
rate is to estimate what their dropout rale 
would be if Hispanics had the same share of 
horn-elsewhere, first, and at least second 
generation population as non-Hispanies, If 
Hispanics resembled the immigration pai- 
lerns for ihe rest of the population, but Ihc 
dropout rale for Hispanics in each caiegor\ 
remained ihe same, the Hispanic dropoul 



rate would be about 24.1 percent. Thus, if 
Hispanics were no more likely to be born 
elsewhere than non-Hispanics, the Hispanic 
dropout rate wcjld still he more than twice 
that for non-Hispanics. 



How many Hispanics are immigrants? 

About I 1 perceni of the 32 million 16- to 
24-year-olds were Hispanics, Among these 
were 2,2 million Mexican-Americans. 
380.000 Puerto Rican;. 110,000 Cubans, 
and 730.000 "other Hispanics." Hispanics 
were far more likely lo be born elsewhere or 
to be first generation— born in this country 
but with at least one parent born elscwhere- 
-ihan non-Hispanics (figure 1). About 72 
perceni of Hispanic 1 6-lo 24-y''ar-olds were 
born elsewhere or were first generation as 
compared to 9 percent of non-Hispanics, 



Figure 1. 



Recency of migration among 16- to 24-year-olds by 
ethnicitv: November 1989 
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Table 1. Percent of status dropouts among 16- to 24-year-olds, 
by recency of migration and ethnicity: November 1989 



Recency of migration 



How many Hispanics drop out? 

The dropoui rale for 16- lo 24-ycar-olds 
was I 2.5 percent and was ihrcc iimcs highev 
for Hispanics (31 pcrcenij lhan for non- 
Hispanics (10 percent). About percent 
of all dropouts, .^r j.l rnillion. were His- 
panic. How long a tiiniily hiis been in tlic 
states is strongly related to dropout rates for 
Hispanics liable 1 ). 

Hispanics born elsewhere had a dropoui 
rute of 43 perceni. tSome of these dropouts 
may never have attended schools in ihe 50 
stales or D.C.) The rates for first and at 
least second generation Hispanics were con- 
siderably lower. Among non-Hispanics. 
dropoui rates for those born elsewhere were 
about the same as for those who were first 
ceneraiion or more. 

How do dropout rates vary among 
Hispanics? 

Compared to the dropout rate lor all His- 
panics (31.0 percent), the dropout rates lor 
Mexican-Americans (3ri.8 percent) and 
Puerto Ricans (32.1 percent ) were about Ihe 
same, but those ["or "other Hispanics'* ( 1 9.0 
percent! and Cubans (9.2 percent f were 
lower. 

.Me.xican-Americans accounted for about C>4 
percent of the Hispanic population, and 
aboui 74 percent of all Hispanic dropouts in 
this aye group. Among Mexican-Ameri- 
cans born elsewhere, the dropoirt rate N\a^ 
55 perceni: this group accouiiieJ for aboul 
4K perceni of all Hispanic dropouts. 

\^'hcre are most dropouts born? 

The share of dropouts who are born cKc- 
where \s very difterenl for Hispanics and 



Total Hispanic Non-Hispanic 



iion-Hispanics (figure 2). Over 600 thou- 
sand or 63 percent of Hispanic dropouts 
were born elsewhere (including 6 percent or 
about 60.000 Puerto Ricans born in Fuerio 
Rico). On the other handv 3 percent of non- 
Hispanic dropouts were born elsewhere. 

Conclusion 

immigration appears to be a contributing 
factor to the high dropout rate among 
Hispanics. About 4^ percent of Hispanics 
were born elsewhere and dropout rates were 
much higher for them lhan for Hispanics 
born in the 50 states and D.C. However, 
dropoui rates arc higher for Hispanics than 
for non-Hispanics, even when recency of 
immigration is taken into account. H' this 
pattern continues with the children of the 
current generation's Hispanics who were 
born elsewhere, then high dropoui ratc^ 
ma\ continue in the future, even if the 



magnitude of Hispanic i nimigrai ion were to 
decline substantially. 
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Mgure 2. Recency of migration of 16- to 24-year-oId dropouts by 
ethnicity: November 1989 
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SnURCR: i:.S. Bureau of the Census. Lun-em Population .Sur\e\. W^). 




Total* 12.5 31,0 10.3 

Born outside 50 states and D.C. 28.9 43,0 7.9 

First generation 10.4 17.3 6.2 

Second generation or more 1 1 .2 23 7 10.7 

'Total includes a small proportion lor whom recency of migration is unknown. 
SOURCE: U.S, Bureau of ihc Census, Currcni Populanon Survey. 1989. 



